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ancestors had perished ignobly on the scaffold. Edmund
Dudley, grandson of John Lord Dudley, K.G,' joined
with Sir Eichard Empson in those extortions which dis-
graced the last years of Henry VII.'s reign, and both
were executed in the second year of his successor. His
son, Sir John Dudley, was afterwards relieved of the
attainder, and restored to those honours which he claimed
from his mother. His mother, Elizabeth Grey, was
heiress of a very ancient house, whose baronies and titles
had passed by an almost unexampled series of female
successions. The first founder of the family of De lisle
appears in history during the reign of King John. The
last baron of the male blood died in the reign of Eichard
II., leaving an heiress, who was married to Thomas Lord
Berkeley. Their daughter and sole heiress married
Eichard, Earl of Warwick, and also left an only heiress,
who married John Talbot, the great Earl of Shrewsbury,
Her eldest son, John Talbot, Baron De ITsle, created
Viscount De Tlsle, left an only daughter, Elizabeth, who
was wedded to Sir Edward Grey, created Baron and
Viscount De Hsle. It was the daughter and heiress of
this marriage who gave birth to the ambitious and un-
fortunate Duke of Northumberland. From these dry
facts it will be seen that the descendants of Edmund
Dudley were not only heirs and representatives of the
ancient barony of De Tlsle, but that they also inherited
the blood and arms of the illustrious houses of Berkeley,
Beauchamp, Talbot, and Grey. When we further
remember to what an eminence the Duke of North-
umberland climbed, and how his son, the Earl of Leices-
ter, succeeded in restoring the shattered fortunes of the
family after that great prince's fall, we can understand